
Christmas Ornaments were the subject of 
the October Demonstration at  Camp Y -
Noah  
 
The purpose of these demonstrations was to 
illustrate to the members the various kinds of 
Christmas ornaments that can be made on 
the lathe.  Today's efforts were focused on 
four outstanding woodturners from Buckeye 
Woodturners club in Summit Co., Ohio.   The 
demonstrators were George Raeder, Larry 
McCardel, Gordon Seto, and Hoby Horn . 

Hoby Horn demonstrated the use of reverse 
turning to create an ornament.  He used four 
pieces of wood that measured 3/4 x 3/4 x 6 
inches in length.   The four pieces of wood 
could be the same species or woods of con-
trasting colors to provide a more festive ap-
pearance.   The woods were grouped to-

gether, side by side, with a small dab of glue 
placed on the last 1/4 inch of each piece.    
This provided a turning block of 1 1/2 X 
1 1/2 X 6 inches in length.   A center point 
was determined by the glued up lines on the 
end of the blank.   The blank was placed be-
tween centers for turning.   The shapes that 
one can use must be formed in an outline 
profile with almost a negative turning con-
cept. 
In step one, you are removing wood so that 
when finished, the removed wood presents 
the imagery of a solid profile or outlined char-
acter.  You can only cut these negative out-
lines deep enough so that there is some 
wood remaining to be used in the next 
phase. 
Sand and finish the surfaces that have been 
turned.   In step two, you take the turning 
blank from the lathe and cut the last 1/4 inch 
off from each end at the bandsaw.    This is 
done so as to remove the glued portions of 
the blank.  Then rotate each of the four 
pieces, 180 degrees and reglue the ends to 
about 1/2 inch in from each end.  When the 
glue has dried, then remount the blank on 
the lathe.   If one looks closely, you can see 
the profile of air space that is now on the in-
terior of the ornament.   There should be a 
creative artistic turned design in the center of 
the ornament.   Now after remounting the 
blank, begin turning the exterior shape of the 
ornament as desired, being careful not to 
turn away to much wood to cut into the inte-
rior design.   Some exterior shapes are 
merely rounded over, others have a unique 
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shape created by the turner.   Sand and fin-
ish the exterior to match the interior or pro-
vide a contrasting color pattern.   When fin-
ished, remove from the lathe and drill a small 
hole into the top where the woods have 
come together.  Then glue a small hanging 
loop or eyelet in position for hanging on the 
tree. 

Larry McCardel demonstrated the sea ur-
chin ornaments.   He stated that he pur-
chased the sea urchin globes from 
www.seashellworld.com on the internet.   He 
indicated that they had the best prices that 
he could find.  Larry was interested in turning 
the icicles that were needed to be glued onto 
the sea urchin shells in order to make it look 
like a Christmas tree ornament.   He started 
with 1 1/2 X 1 1/2 X 6 inch blanks of a nice 
wood with character.  This could be turned 
from domestic or exotic species.  He used a 
roughing gouge to remove excess wood and 
then a 1/2 inch or 3/8 inch spindle gouge to 
shape the spindle into an icicle.   He cut a 
tenon on one end to fit into the opening of 
the sea urchin shell.  If the natural hole in the 
shell was not big enough, he then would take 
a rat tail file and file carefully to enlarge the 
hole.   If the area immediately around the 
hole was not flat enough to accept the turned 

(Continued from page 1) flange that he made next to the tenon, then 
he had a small hand grinder with a sanding 
disc that he used to flatten the raised areas 
on the shell.  This was done to get a nice fit 
on icicles.   Larry recommended that you 
sand as you go on the icicles so that you 
could have a nice surface when finished.   
Sometimes the icicle is turned quite thin and 
vibration may occur.  The icicles can have 
many different creative designs, and no two 
could look the same.  There should be a 
flange cut near the end of each icicle so that 
it would fit flat against the shell to cover the 
opening.   Larry uses thick CA glue to glue 
the icicles to the sea urchin shell.   Larry 
uses clear lacquer to finish his icicles as well 
as on the shell.   He sprays on the lacquer in 
the can and then wipes off the excess in a 
few seconds.  He will use about 3 coats or 
until he gets a very nice looking finish. 

Gordon Seto demonstrated the use of offset 
turning on icicles.   He used an Escolen Off-
set chuck for his turning.   He used turning 
blanks that were 1 1/4 X 1 1/4 X 6 inch size.  
They were typically this size so that there 
would be a nice flange on the top and also 
give sufficient surface to design the offset 
areas of the icicle.  He primarily used a 1/4 
inch spindle gouge for all his turnings.  The 
Escolen chuck allows you to offset the head-
stock end of the turning blank to provide a 
very unique profile on the icicle.  Light cuts 
are to be taken since most of the turning is 
over air and therefore there will be no wood 
on which to rub the bevel of the tool.   When 


