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Surface Treatments and Dyes 
George Raeder 
Feb. 21, 2009 
 
George Raeder began his discussion of sur-
face treatments and dyes by showing some 
of the final results that can be accomplished 
by the use of dyes and staining techniques.   
He showed some of his platters that were in 
the 15 inch to 22 inch range and of unique 
beauty and design. 
 
George indicated that he uses two different 
kinds of dyes or stains for his work.  He uses 
a Behlen's Alcohol Stain from Woodcraft 
Stores that usually retails for around $12 per 
bottle.  He also uses Artisan Stains from 
Craft Supply in Utah.  That particular product 
comes in 6 different colors and usually sells 
for $6 per bottle.  He stressed that a bottle of 

this dye will usually last a lifetime, because 
only small amounts are needed for each 
turned piece.   As a finish for over the dyes, 
he will use a liming wax that is white in color-
ful each turned piece.   As a finish for over 
the dyes, he will use a liming wax that is 
white in color and a black wax to bring out 
the highlights of the grain patterns.   This 
product is made by Bison and can be pur-
chased from either Craft Supply or Packard 
Woodturning Supplies for about $22 to $23 
per can.   He said that you would need some 
denatured alcohol and possibly some 
Behlen's Danish Oil finish. 
 
In preparation of the turned platter, George 
said that he sands the wood to 800 grit finish 
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