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Larry McCardel provided the demonstra-

tion at our January Meeting . The article
that Larry prepared along with photos by
Gordon Seto is reprinted here with per-
mission. An addendum of additional infor-
mation gathered at the demonstration fol-
lows this article.

1) Starting Out

Check out your lathe to make sure your tail stock
and tool rest banjo slide along

the bed ways easily. If not clean and oil the bed
ways so that they move easily. Check

the tool rest for any nicks. If there are this will
transfer from your tool to the wood you

are turning and possibly cause a catch. You can
smooth the tool rest with a mill file. |

sometimes take the rest to the belt sander to take
out any imperfections on the tool

rest. Also if you rub some paraffin wax over the
tool rest and your turning tools will move

over the rest a little easier. Also check your tools
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and make sure they are sharp. A few
minutes at the grinder makes life a lot easier at thd
lathe.

2) Choosing your stock for platters
Almost any wood will do as long as it is dry and
stable, free of splits and

imperfections that can't be corrected or detract
from the end result. As a lot of

platters are displayed more than they are used as
utility piece, the nicer the wood the

nicer the platter looks on display. The wood shoulg
be at least 4/4 thick and of a

diameter that usually exceeds plate size, but any-
thing over 18 inches is usually too large

to be useful. If the thickness is more than 4/4 you
have a little more leeway as to the

design of the rim or flange of the platter.

3) Preparing the blank

| usually find the center of the blank and put a
small indentation with a center

punch. Sometimes you can work around a defect
by moving this center point up, down or

sideways. Also if there are certain grain features
such as crotch you might want this to

be centered in the platter. If one side of the wood i
more interesting than the other

side, then make sure that it is not turned away, bu
shows up in the finished piece.

Now that you have a center take your compass an
draw a circle, then it
the band saw to saw out that circle. If the wood is
really nice you can save the comers

for smaller items such as bottle stoppers, bird
house ornaments, knobs, finials etc.

Waste not, want not.

(Continued on pagg)
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Use compass to lay
out the platter

Cut the blank round
on band saw

(Continued from pag)
4) Mounting the stock of the lathe.

There are several ways that this can be accom-
plished. You can use a faceplate,

glue a waste block to the stock, even double faceq
tape would possibly work but not

recommended. The way | like is to use a screw
chuck, which usually comes with your four

jaw chuck. Take the diameter of the shank and
drill a hole where the center point was to

the depth of the screw. If the screw protrudes too
far, you can cut out different

thicknesses of wood with a hole in the center to ga
over the screw. This will prevent the

screw from penetrating too deep into the platter
material. Usually 4 threads into the

stock provide sufficient holding power. If you use
less than 4 threads be a little careful

and not too aggressive with the tools. Remember
that the screw goes into the top of

the platter and that you will be turning the bottom

of the platter to start.

5) Starting to turn

The top of the
platter was mounted
on the screw chuck

Measure the eTH of i
the hole required for | =

screw chuck
i

Spacer used to reduce the depth of hole
required. This hole can't be too shallow,
otherwise the threads would be stripped.

Before turning you should have a very good idea @
what you want this platter to look like.

| would possibly recommend that you draw out a
cross section on paper before starting.

On the bottom there are some things to consider.
You will need a recess for the 4 jaw

chuck to expand into when you reverse the platter
You will need to turn a finger hold in

order to left the platter off a flat surface. You will
need to turn a finger hold in order to left the plat-
ter off a flat surface. The bottom could be flat or a
little concave in order not to rock and roll on the
table. Before

| like to turn a little foot about 1/2 to 2/3 out

from the center point or to the point that the plat-
ter will not be tippy. Try to make the

foot in proportion to the size of the platter. A per-
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son 5 foot 2 looks rather odd wearing

a size 16 shoe. The height of the foot is just enoud
to get the platter off the flat

surface of the table usually less than ¥4 inch, 3/16

pretty good. This gives a little detail to the bottom

of the platter and a little lift to the piece. | also like

to put a few lines in the recess where the chuck
goes as this gives you a place to sign your name
after the piece is completed. Also adding a few
beads lends some interest and also shows that yo
have taken some extra time and pride in what you
are doing. Don't make it too busy as this could de-
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